The 42nd edition of the International Leeds-Lyon Symposium on Tribology took place at the conference facilities of the Valpre´Hotel (Ecully, France), 7-9 September 2015. This year the conference location was chosen to allow attendees the possibility of living accommodation on site. This option facilitates both scientific and personal exchange between the participants. This symposium edition also celebrated the 50th anniversary of the publication of the classical paper by Greenwood and Williamson, which first described the mechanics of contact between rough deformable surfaces.
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This 42nd Leeds-Lyon Symposium was a scientific and participative success, carrying on the tradition of a warm and friendly conference atmosphere, which has been its reputation since the inception.
The opening session welcomed more than 360 participants coming from 32 countries, with about 54 registered PhD students. On Monday, Prof. Jean Franc¸ois Ge´rard, deputy director of INSA de Lyon in charge of research, gave the opening speech. From Monday morning to Wednesday afternoon, the participants were treated to 125 presentations, viewed 69 posters, and attended 5 invited lectures which were given by:
. 
